Advancing reproductive health of young people in the European region.
Evidence that neglect of the sexual and reproductive health needs and problems of young people can seriously jeopardize their health and future well-being is growing. Addressing the sexual and reproductive health needs and problems of adolescents is a crucial element of both WHO European Regional Strategy on Sexual and Reproductive Health and WHO Global Reproductive Health Strategy. Although the range of reproductive health challenges in young people includes a broad list of issues, this paper focuses on the key public health concerns that have a major impact on young people's future opportunities, such as adolescent pregnancy, HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections and on policy implications. As those challenges are largely related to unsafe sex behaviours, the paper is also looking at issues related to sexuality education, its effectivenes and policy development implications.